A letter and invitation to volunteers – from NICE, our Japanese partner in the Network for Voluntary Development in Asia-Pacific

5 April 2011

Dear the friend partners all over the world,
   It's been a bit more than 3 weeks since the giant earthquake was happened on the 11th March. Once again, we from the heart appreciate to wonderful support from all over the world, including yours  - donation (special thanks to Sawadee Thailand which has collected from the members and local people and we have heard from some other partners planning!) and encouraging messages.
   There are still very hard situations in the affected areas and we NICE have arranged the special workcamps in 3 places where we had organized the projects with the local partners before. We are already recruiting Japanese vols (quite many are applying!) last week and the first groups started the activities yesterday. Now, we also would like to start recruiting international vols.
   However, as you can imagine, these projects are totally different from our usual projects in many points which are noted in the project description below, so please introduce the whole sentences to them even though they are quite long.
   At this stage, we cannot have many international vols., but will need more and more in the later stage to rehabilitate and revive the areas which may take at least some years. We have already declared to work with them at least for 10 years even after recovery. We may also start recruiting international vols. in Rukuzen-takada where almost the whole city was destructed, in the mid. April.
   We also believe that this disaster could bring a big opportunity to reconsider and redesign life, society and economy of our country and even the whole modern civilization of the world including the energy issue. Of course, we can never say that it was good to be happened, but should still learn from and utilize this experience for the betterment of the world as much as possible!
Best wishes
Kai (KAIZAWA Shinichiro), NICE
* I visited the places we have projects in these days and were overawed by the huge damage by seeing directly.
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